
 

Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah 

NISAN / IYAR 5772   APRIL 2012 

Join us for all of our Holiday Yontif services! 
Our Community Seder on the first night, Friday, April 6 will begin at 6:30 pm. 

You can still order wine through the temple office until March 31. 
 

                 Chag Kasher V’Sameach! 

 

TBO/BT Inaugural Testimonial Dinner 
 

Thursday, June 7, 2012 at 7:00 pm 

 

 
 

will be presented to 
Dr. Margaret McMenamin, President of Union County College, 

And to 

Dr. Sanford & Arlene Fineman  
Founders of  “Yes, We Care Soup Kitchen” 

 

for their personal and professional commitment to improving  
the quality of life in our community and to Tikun Olam. 

 

A formal cocktail reception will precede the testimonial dinner. 

Congregants are encouraged to support this fundraising event.  

More specific details regarding the evening will be forthcoming. 

Save the Date! 

The First Annual    L’Chaim Awards  



 

 From the Cantor 

I’ve read that after interviewing 

the President of the United States 

for the Atlantic Monthly, 

journalist Jeffrey Goldberg 

handed him a copy of the newly 

published “New American 

Haggadah,” for which he had 

written some of the commentary. 

President Obama, who holds an 

annual Seder at the White House, 

thumbed through the pages and then asked: “Does this mean 

we can’ t use the Maxwell House Haggadah anymore?” 

Regardless of your political preferences in this  

highly-charged 2012 election cycle, you can still appreciate 

in the president’s comment a reflection, as Goldberg has 

written, of the great veneration American Jews have had for 

this Haggadah first published 1932. More than 50 million 

copies later, it does continue to be the gold standard and a 

favorite at many a Seder.  After all, you can’t beat the price. 

It was originally offered to anyone who bought a can of 

Maxwell House coffee, but now you can simply pick it up at 

many supermarkets. It’s reassuring to know that if your old 

copies, like mine, tend to become excessively wine and 

horseradish-stained, it’s easy to obtain replacements. 

But these days you have a choice, because Maxwell House is 

no longer the only free Haggadah in town.  There is a 

competing version at the ShopRite supermarket published by 

a Michigan company that features Gold’s products on the 

cover.  So this year I had to decide whether upon sitting 

down to retell the story of the Exodus I wanted to be 

reminded of my morning cup of coffee or my evening bowl 

of borsht. Of course with Golds’s I could also contemplate 

some schav, which was a favorite growing up in my home. 

There is also depicted on the cover a full selection of 

horseradish, which was also a favorite, although we called it 

chrain, and it was homemade with my father grinding the 

root by hand in the pre-foodprocesser era. I will tell you that 

I settled upon the Gold’s Haggadah, perhaps because of 

design considerations, but also, I think, because there on the 

cover was included a jar of Hungarian Cabbage Soup, which 

in my mother’s sweet and sour version, was out of this 

world. 

But on the subject of food, it’s really quinoa that has taken 

up most of my attention in recent days.  Having received a 

call questioning whether it was kosher for Pesach, I 

researched the matter and found it to be a little more complex 

than I had hoped.  It depends on whether quinoa is 

considered to be in the category of kitniyot, and whether the 

plant is grown or processed together with grains such as 

wheat and barley, as well as a number of other important 

considerations.   The answer I offered to the questioner was 

necessarily a nuanced one reflecting the various opinions and 

approaches to the subject. 

What’s Up for Shabbat  

in April? 
Dress Down Shabbat 

Come casual for our Shabbat services 

on Friday and Saturday, April 20 & 21. 

Simcha Shabbat 

We will celebrate all birthdays and 

anniversaries in the month of April on 

Friday, April 27. Come for a blessing 

and share your simcha with the TBO/

BT family! 

 

But the point I really want to make is that I’m always 

impressed by how seriously folks take the matter of 

Passover kashrut,  Even those who are not otherwise very 

careful about kashrut and Jewish ritual  will, when it 

comes to Pesach, exercise a little more care.  I have seen 

over the years fellow Jews walk into a coffee shop in 

Manhattan and insist that their BLT be served on matzah! 

This faithfulness to Pesach traditions is gratifying and 

owed perhaps to our memories of parents going to great 

lengths to prepare for and observe the holiday. Or there 

may be something intrinsic to this holiday--which 

celebrates our freedom from bondage, which would have 

us return to the basics of life, like the flour and water of 

unleavened bread, which brings family and friends 

together for a joyous and meaningful experience--that 

causes us to embrace Pesach and its ancient rituals with 

such loyalty. 

I am glad this is so. And regardless of the Haggadah you 

choose to read from this year, I extend to you and your 

families my best wishes for a kosher and zissen Pesach! 

A thank you note… 
 

I wish to thank everyone who so kindly and 

graciously sent Shalach Mones on Purim.  They 

were delightful and your thoughtfulness is so very 

much appreciated!  And I want to thank everyone 

who helped make this year’s Purim Extravaganza a 

huge success. Todah rabbah! 

 

Cantor 
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From The Presidents 

Dear TBO/BT family, 

By the time you 

receive this RepORter, 

you will be knee deep 

in matzo. 

Whether you make 

Seders at home, attend 

the first Seder here at the Synagogue, or are a guest at 

a Seder, the days before Passover are always busy.  

We are no different. We are been turning our homes 

upside down and visions of matzo ball and brisket are 

dancing in our heads. So our message is a basic one. 

Cherish the warmth and love of those with whom you 

share a Seder or two. Have a Zissen Pesach! 

Lillian and Thelma 

Our Annual Purim Extravaganza Was a 
Huge Success! 

 

The social hall was full of people living the spirit of Purim. 

Yasher Koach to Cantor Stern and the Ritual Committee for 

their hard work in planning this event. Many thanks and a 

big Yasher Koach to the leaders of the Megillah reading, 

Cantor Stern, Walter Newman, Michael Vogel and Lisa 

Orson.  Michael Vogel, our resident thespian, was the 

quintessential Mordechai. Also adding to the festivities 

were Russell Kelner, Dr. Eric Dutchman and the shul band, 

Psalm 150.  We thank them all. 

Following the reading of the Megillah, everyone enjoyed Temple 

Beth O’r/Beth Torah’s traditional Purim Ice Cream and 

Hamantashen Social. Todah Rabah to Myrna and Arny Young for 

donating the hamantashen and the ice cream; to Debbie and Dr. 

Arthur Freedman for donating the fixings for the ice cream; to 

Joleen Fridson, Helene Davis, Claudia Dorsch, Esther Schlesinger 

and the Sisterhood for the Shaloch 

Mones baskets and the newly 

minted Purim certificates which 

were distributed during the 

evening. 

Of course, no Purim Extravaganza 

is complete without a costume 

parade and contest.  After much 

deliberation the judges decided 

the winners in our Junior Division 

were Alina and Jaden Antonucci. 

Florence Berman and Cheryl 

Orson took the honors in the 

Adult Division.  Mazel Tov. 

Thank you to everyone who 

helped make this a very happy occasion. We are already looking 

forward to next year’s Purim Extravaganza. 

Shabbat Across American at TBO/BT 

On March 2nd an ordinary Friday night became an 

extraordinary Erev Shabbat at Temple Beth O’r/Beth 

Torah as we joined hundreds of communities across 

the nation to celebrate Shabbat Across America. Led 

by Cantor Stern, families, couples and singles of all 

ages experienced the magic of Shabbat beginning with 

a delicious Shabbat dinner catered by DeliKing of 

Clark and ending with a traditional Oneg Shabbat 

filled with desserts and conversation.  

In the interim, we sang time-honored Erev Shabbat 

songs and prayers and joined together in a Kabbalat 

Shabbat service in the Sanctuary. Cantor Stern took 

the opportunity to explain the various parts of the 

service and the ceremonial rituals, thereby giving us a 

true taste of Shabbat. 
 

Friday night services, traditional rituals, delicious 

meals, and lively discussions are all important 

components of the Shabbat experience, as is the 

opportunity to spend the evening with friends and 

family.  The fact that we were joined with hundreds of 

thousands of Jews across the country united in 

honoring the Shabbat made it even more gratifying. 

Sol Sern Lecture 

On Sunday evening, March 11, we  commemorated the 17th 

year of remembering Sol Sern. 

Reuven Russell, an accomplished actor and comedian,  treated 

an overflowing crowd to an evening of laughter with his good  

old-fashioned Jewish Humor. It was a delightful evening with 

more than a few belly laughs thrown in. 

Purim was Sol Sern’s holiday.  He loved dressing up for Purim 

and jokes were his “coin of the realm” in every season. 

Sol’s immediate and extended family were in attendance. As a 

congregation we welcomed Gloria, Sol’s wife, who was 

recuperating from a recent mishap. 

We thank the Sern family and other donors who support the Sol 

Sern Fund for this yearly event. We welcome your support, too. 
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SISTERHOOD 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

 

A huge yasher koach to Joleen 

Fridson for chairing the Shalach 

Mones committee. We also want to 

thank all the Sisterhood members 

who helped put the baskets together, 

as well as distributing them on 

Purim. We appreciate the 

Congregation members who helped 

deliver them. This year we offered 

something new. For the same $5.00 

as a basket Sisterhood sent certificates to people out of the 

area. The certificates were designed beautifully by Claudia 

Dorsch. It was a very successful idea and hopefully more 

people will participate next year. And, as ever, thank you to 

the Congregation members for supporting Sisterhood’s 

largest fundraiser after vouchers. 

Remember to purchase vouchers for your Pesach shopping. 

The Exodus is, religiously-speaking, not an event of history. 

It is the present. It is the struggle of Jews in the former 

Soviet Union to regain their Jewish roots. It is their courage 

to teach and learn about Judaism after decades of 

deprivation and persecution. For them, the Exodus is now. 

The struggle to leave slavery and degradation to find 

freedom and dignity is the story of their lives. 

The Exodus is the on-going struggle of Ethiopian Jews to 

make a life for themselves in Israel and to be reunited with 

relatives left behind. Israel is their Promised Land and 

God's promise of freedom and dignity has been fulfilled. 

The Exodus is now for us -- we who enjoy freedom and 

dignity in this country. But not everyone in this land enjoys 

the blessings of freedom and dignity. Not all enjoy the 

prosperity and abundance which seem to surround us. One 

doesn’t need to look very far to find someone who is 

homeless, someone who lacks adequate medical care, 

someone who seeks employment to support a family. This 

is not the Promised Land for thousands upon thousands for 

whom it should be just that. 

Many are enslaved not by physical bonds, or even economic 

bonds, but by bonds of memory and emotion. Slavery 

comes in many forms, and to these forms of enslavement, 

the message of Passover speaks loudly, as well. Redemption 

is the promise for all people. 

The members of Sisterhood’s presidium wish everyone a 

zissen Pesach. 

Louise Cangelosi 

Vouchers:  
Shoprite, Pathmark and A&P vouchers 

are available at Sisterhood functions, and 
in the temple office. 

Golden Books 
To send a Golden Book for any occasion, call: 
Joan Oberman (732-381-4322) 
Evie Shulman (908-276-6894) 
Betty Needleman (908-389-0911) 
 

Cards are sent for $3.00 and you will receive 
$1.50 donor credit, or pick up a pack of 10 cards 
for $20.00 with $10.00 donor credit and send 
them yourself. They can be picked up from the 
office. 

Special Fund 
Donations to Special Fund can be made for any 
occasion for a minimum donation of $5.00. You 
will receive 100% donor credit.  
To send a beautiful Special Fund card call:  
Fern Cammy (732-549-2652). 

Are you missing out? 
If you are not currently on the TBO/BT email 
list, please notify the office and you’ll begin to 
receive timely  information each week about our 
exciting programs that will keep you in the loop.   

Don’t miss out! 

Two bonus screenings this spring: Wednesday, 

May 2 and Thursday, May 17……  details to 

follow. 

Attention All Sisterhood Members!!! 
 

Please join us at our Closing of the Donor 

Book  Ice Cream Social on Wednesday, 

April 25 at 7:30 pm. 

 
Come on down and: 

1. Settle your Sisterhood debts (Golden Books, etc.). 

2. Find out how much donor credit you have. 

3. Finalize your plans to attend our annual Donor 

Dinner on Thursday, May 31 at 6:00 pm. 

Hope to see everyone on April 25. 
 

Donor Committee 
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Judaica Shop News 
 

Come and see our wonderful  
Judaica items! 

The Judaica Shop has some lovely new 

items: new mug and coaster sets, a tzedakah box 

shaped like the Eldridge Street Shul, and a beautiful 

photo album. There are several new mezuzahs.  We 

also have a new supply of “meat” and “dairy” oven 

mitts. Remember to make the TBO/BT Judaica 

Shop your first stop for any gift needs.  If you don’t 

see what you want, please call Diane Goldstein (908

-241-0509) or email her at cowsndlg@aol.com, or 

contact Louise Cangelosi (732-634-3019) or email 

her at lgc@comcast.net. 

Morning Minyan Update! 
Our morning Minyan serves our temple 

community by providing us with a place to pray 

and say Kaddish for those in mourning and those 

commemorating a yahrzeit. It’s there for us when 

we need it.  Will you do your part to insure that it 

continues to thrive?  Join us for one morning a week, 

or at least whenever you can. Breakfast is included, 

so we feed both the body and soul.  Thank you!  
 

 In the month of April Morning Minyan  
will be held in Clark 

Monday & Thursday – 6:50 am, Tuesday, Wed., & 

Friday –  7:00 am, 

Sundays & Holidays - 9:00 am in Clark. 

Evening Services are held every day at 7:30 pm in 

Cranford.  

Sisterhood invites you to purchase a 
ticket for the Do Good Fundraising 
Event at the Westfield Lord & 
Taylor on Tuesday, May 1 
 

Cost:   $5 per ticket – includes  

25% coupon good on one regular or sale 

priced ladies’ sportswear, dresses, suits 

25% coupon on one regular or sale priced 

item in Men’s 

20% bonus coupon on one regular or sale 

priced item 

15% coupon good all day on purchases 

including cosmetics and fragrances 
 

Tickets available  

 in the temple office  

 from Judy Hurok, 908-654-4448 

 or online using the pulldown tab for 

Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah Sisterhood at   
http://www.lordandtaylor.com/eng/NewsEvents/

dogoodshop.cfm 
 

Presale at Lord & Taylor Westfield begins on April 22nd!  

Beat the crowd and shop for your favorite items.  Items 

will be held for your pickup on or after May 1st. 

PASSOVER SCHEDULE 2012/5772 

Thursday, April 5 ............................. After dark………… Bedikat Chametz (Search for Chametz) 
Friday, April 6 ................................... 6:30 am Siyyum B’chorim & B’Chorot  (breakfast to   
 ............................................................ break the Fast of the Firstborn ) in Cranford 
 ............................................................ Late Morning Burn Chametz 
 ............................................................ 6:30 pm Community Passover Seder at the temple 
Saturday, April 7  .............................. 9:30 am Service for 1st Day Pesach 
 ............................................................ Evening Second Seder  
Sunday, April 8 ................................. 9:30 am Service for 2nd Day Pesach 
Monday-Thursday, April 9– 12 ...... 6:45 am Hol Hamoed (Intermediate Days) in Cranford 
Friday, April 13 ................................. 9:30 am Service for Pesach 7th day 
 ............................................................ 8:00 pm Service for Shabbat  
Saturday, April 14 ............................. 9:30 pm Service for Pesach 8th day & Yizkor 
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Sol Sern Memorial Program with Comedian Reuven Russell 

The Bermans with their Uncle Sam 
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Purim Extravaganza! 

Live music with PSALM 150 

Michael Vogel as Mordechai 

Karen, Claudia and Joe 
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Coming soon! 
 April Regional Event:  April 27th—29th—Spring Convention. Check the Hagalil website for an 
application. 

Action required: 
Clear your calendar and plan now to attend Encampment this August. Details to follow. It is an 
unbelievable week.  

Looking Ahead! 
HaGalil Closing Dance—May 12th—Metuchen 
 

IC 2012 will be in Boston in December. Start planning now to attend. 

Tikun Olam 
Due to the generous donations of the attendees, CLUSY members collected $222 at TBOBT the 
evening of the megillah reading. Todah Rabah. 

Special Thanks to: 
Reed Altholz, David & Cindy Brotman, Fern Cammy, Claudia Dorsch, Sebley Hausler, Judy & 
Steve Hurok, Mitch James, Karen Langer, Lisa Orson, Thelma & Arthur Purdy, and Esther 
Schlesinger for chaperoning the Hagalil Regional Jr/Sr Prom at TBOBT on Saturday night, March 
3rd. The USYers had a wonderful evening.  

Your Fearless Leaders:  
Dan B.—Pres., Alex C. – Rel/Ed & Exec./IA V.P., Steven K. -Comm. V.P., Ilana D.—Freshman Rep 
and Barbara James—Advisor. Contact us at clarkusy@gmail.com.  No calls on Shabbat or other 
Jewish Holidays. 
 

CHECK IT OUT:  CLUSY has a new display of photos on the bulletin board in the temple hallway 
celebrating USY’s ―60‖ years. Come on in and see it. 

Alex Cammy, dewigged, after his 

spectacular leading role performance as 

Edna in “Hairspray” at Iselin High.  The 

critics were unanimous in their praise! 

MOTHER’S DAY TRIBUTE 

CARDS 

"A mother understands what a  
child does not say."  
(Jewish Proverb) 

 

It is never too early to think about honoring the 
mothers in your life. 

Send a TBO/BT tribute card for Mother's 
Day at $18.00 each. 

 
Call the temple office at  

(732) 381-8403. 
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Please fill in the form inserted in March 

reporter so we have your updated 

information for the Directory. 
 

Please send your favorite kosher recipes and 

recommended services to the temple office by 

email (tbethor@gmail.com), mail, or drop them 

off.   
 

ISRAELI DANCE for beginners 
Tuesday Nights  

True beginners at 7:00 pm,  

advanced beginners/intermediate 7:45 pm 

$9.00 per class/ $40 prepaid for 5  

Proceeds go to TBO/BT 

The Roots of Anti-Semitism 

Led by Rabbi Charles Lightner 

Tuesday, April 3 at 8:00 pm 

Anti-Semitism, whether openly acknowledged or cloaked in 

the guise of anti-Zionism, is alive and flourishing in the 21st 

century. We'll examine its roots: in Christianity, in Islam, in 

secularism, socialism and communism.  

Got a Simcha?   

Birthday?  Anniversary?  Graduation?  New 
grandchild? 

Commemorate a Yahrzeit? 
 

Host a Kiddush at TBO/BT. You can sponsor the 

entire Kiddush or be a  

co-sponsor with a donation of $18 or more. 

Contact Julia at 732-381-8403 x11 or 

tbethor@gmail.com. 

From the Men’s Club President 

Men’s Club moves on through the 

year.  At our March meeting, we 

nominated Theo Moreines to 

represent Men’s Club on the 

Temple’s Nominating Committee.  

In April our own nominating 

committee will start working to 

prepare next year’s slate of officers. 

All who would be interested in serving the next year, please 

contact me.  Mike Goldstein, our Ritual VP is planning our 

Men’s Club Shabbos on April 28th.  We will have the 

Region’s Haftarah Scroll and invite all Men’s Club 

members to take an English or Hebrew part. 

The Regional President’s Installation is coming up in June 

as is the Regional Retreat in June.  Dr. Mike Miller is 

working on a trip to the Museum in Philadelphia in June 

with more details to follow. 

The purpose of Men’s Club is to serve as an arm of the 

Temple by putting on programs on topics of interest to our 

members, the men of the temple and any other interested 

parties.  We have programs on Men’s Health, the 

environment, religious programs and general interest 

programs.  If you are not a member, please join. If you have 

ideas or suggestions, please contact me. 

To all our friends and families a Good Pesach! 

Harvin Freedman, Men’s Club President 

hefcpa@aol.com 

Men’s Club Coming Events: 
 

Men’s Club Game Night, -April 26th. 

Men’s Club Shabbat - April  28th 

We will attend, as a group, the North New Jersey Regional 

President’s Dinner in June 

Regional Retreat in June - 3 days of Men’s Club learning 

Dear Cantor Stern, 

My family and I enjoyed the loving, warm hospitality we 

received from you and the other friends on Friday night at the 

Shabbat Across America celebration in your Temple. It was 

very special for me to have my little Johnny sitting next to me 

during the service. 

Your moving sermon on the significance of the Shabbat has 

inspired me to make an effort to sanctify this period of the 

week for my family as well…my Thursday evenings will now 

consist of cleaning and cooking, which Tanja is perfectly happy 

with! 

I appreciate Judaism’s path of applied spirituality in everyday 

life…. 

Shalom, 

R.H. 

From the Mailbox 
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Cantor’s Discretionary Fund: 

Harriet Rothschild in memory of Amalchin Zimmerman, 
Meyer Vineberg & Leon Vineberg 
General Fund: 

Adeline & Arthur Gesten in honor of their 
granddaughter's engagement  
Minyan Breakfast fund: 

Harriet Rothschind in memory of her father-in-law 
William Rothschild 
Sol Sern fund: 

Annonymous 

Dr. Eugene Tendler 

Frances Friedman 

Paula Hymanson 

Alan Coen 

Naomi Silbert 

Elaine Buechler 

Adeline Gesten 

Gloria Schrager 

Esther Rubinstein 

Flora Mae Weiss 

Marilyn Weinstein 

Michael E. Miller 

Phyllis Josell 

Gene Berry 

Linda Sprung 

Elaine Kolker 

Marlene Plymack 

Laurie Saks 

Robert Kolker 

Stewart Sherman 

Sylvia Cohen 

Claire Warech 

Yahrzeit Fund 

Alvin & Barbara Barr 
Russel & Nancy Kelner 
Robert & Elaine Kolker 
Arnold & Myrna Young 

Happy Anniversary! 

April 

Amy Alters 

Louise Cangelosi 

Ellen Cohen 

Lauren Falk 

Megan Kaplan 

Selma Kestenbaum 

Robert Kolker 

Danielle Kosberg 

Judy Kronick 

Michael E. Miller 

Felella Millman 

Rebecca Phillips 

Samantha Phillips 

Carol Richstein 

Martin Richstein 

Daniel Rubinstein 

George Schisler 

Eva Silbert 

Rayna Warner  

H a p p y  B i r t h d a y ! 

The TBO/BT Family extends Mazel Tov to:  

Verna & Seymour Lemberg on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter  
Olivia Stone Lemberg 

Sandy Haney on the engagement of her granddaughter Shaina Akrish to Brian Shuford 

Sebley Hausler on being honored for her many years of dedication as Garden State 
Regional Torah Fund Director and Chairman of Torah Fund at TBO/BT   

Howard Silverman on being honored by the Masons for his devoted service 

We gratefully  acknowledge the following donations made to  

TBO/BT during the month of April: 

( To make a donation in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special occasion, call the temple office at  

732-381-8403x11 or email tbethor@gmail.com.) 

Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah has for so 

many years been an important part of our 

lives, helping us to celebrate simchas, and 

providing us with an extended family for 

support and comfort in difficult times.  

Would you please consider providing a 

generous bequest in your will so that our 

“House of Light & Torah” can serve the 

needs of generations to come.  

We thank you. 

ONEGS & KIDDUSHES SPONSORED BY:  

Congregation, Sisterhood 
Jane & Sheldon Halper & Gene & Dennis Berry 

 

The Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah  

“Beth RepORter”  

  can now be seen online          

 at www.bethorbethtorah.org. 
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RENT OUR PARTY ROOM FOR YOUR 

NEXT SIMCHA.  
Plan your next birthday party, bar/bat mitzvah, 

graduation party or family  

gathering in our beautiful 

party room!  
 

Call the temple for your next 

affair at (732) 381 - 8403. 

Change Service Requested 

Purely Jewish Fiddle 

Russel Dov Kelner 
Strolling fiddler 

DELIGHTFUL ISRAELI & 

EUROPEAN JEWISH 

INSTRUMENTAL MELODIES 

For your luncheon, dinner, 

Small party. Or for 

grandmom/granddad. 

(With or without amplifiers) (908) 875-1716 NKELNER@AOL.COM 

This space for rent. Contact the temple  

 at 732-381-8403 to advertise your business. 

April 2012 BETH RepORter 


